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History and TEK of the 
Yurok Tribe

ÅYurok have been here since 
creation.  Their rights are inherent, 
not granted by any government.  

ÅYurok Tribe formed its modern 
government in 1993 and that is 
when the Tribe began to actively 
manage its fishery and conduct 
science

ÅOver time, the Tribe has integrated 
TEK into its approach

ÅTEK is more of an approach, but it 
also includes specific knowledge, 
but it may be in different form than 
scientific data (stories, oral history)
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Yurok TEK and Science 
Integration

ÅThe Yurok Tribe, by being 
focused on restoration, can 
singularly focus on what it takes 
to restore the Klamath

ÅThe Fisheries Department of the 
Tribe is the largest department 
in the Tribe, reflecting the 
critical importance of this effort

ÅYurok Scientists have begun the 
work of this integration
Å Barry McCovey Jr.

Å Keith Parker

Å Tiana Williams

Å And so many more
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ÅThis integration is marked by a 
άǘƘƛƴƪ ōƛƎέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ  ¦ǎŜ ¢9Y ŀƴŘ 
Science to identify limiting factors 
and address those factors head on.  
ÅDam removal
ÅFlow management
ÅLarge-scale fish restoration
ÅMining tailings restoration
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Examples of TEK 
Integration

ÅLamprey Run Differentiation
ÅTEK:  there are two distinct runs of lamprey

Å²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΥ  ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ

ÅYurok Integration:  genetic marker found and 
second (spring) run of pacific lamprey identified

ÅSalmon Run differentiation
ÅTEK: spring and fall run are distinct

Å²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΥ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ

ÅIntegration:  genetic marker found and second 
(spring) run of Chinook salmon identified.  
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